
This is your notice of the annual meeting of the Elmdale Farmers

Mutual Insurance, Inc. to be held on Thursday, March 23, 2023 at

the Elmdale Community Center in Elmdale, M N at 1:30 p.m. 

Business will include the minutes of the previous annual meeting,

Board of Directors election, a report and discussion of the

Company's financial affairs and any other business that shall

properly be placed before the meeting.

Mikel B. Nelson, Secretary

ANNUAL
MEETING

You are invited to the

125th Annual Meeting
of 

Elmdale Farmers Mutual
Insurance, Inc. 

Thursday, March 23rd, 2023
1:30 p.m.

Elmdale Community Center 
in Elmdale, MN

Business Meeting Reports on 2022 results
Board of Directors election Coffee and cake

Interesting speaker

COME AND JOIN US!!
ADJOURNMENT BY 4:00 P.M.

Manager’s Memo

INSPECTOR’S FINDINGS

The Mutual Monitor
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     Greetings to all of our policyholders!  We hope that you have had a
Merry Christmas and are enjoying a happy and prosperous new year!
     2022 was an interesting year in the insurance industry.  While Elmdale
Mutual had a relatively decent year, our partner North Star took a pretty
good licking with wind and hail losses.  While it was a substantial
amount of money they paid out, they are quite financially stable and have
an excellent reinsurance program.  North Star went into the storm season
in excellent financial position and emerged in really good condition.
That is better than may others in Minnesota.  One of the major writers of
farm wind will be ceasing to write wind and hail coverage in the state.
You do not have that worry with North Star and Elmdale.  Both are in it
for the long run and are financially strong.
     We have written about issues with repairs on homes and buildings in
the past, but it is important to reiterate that.  We strongly recommend that
you do business with your local contractors and lumber yards whenever
possible.  We have received reports of numerous instances where
someone showed up at a residence or farm and was not who they
indicated.  Storm chasers are quite common and are generally
unscrupulous people.  They will bully you into decisions that are not in
your best interest.  Deal locally and with people that you know and trust.
     Most contractors do not need to see your insurance adjuster’s report.
This is generally a ploy to maximize their profits.  Get a bid to fix the
damage to your building and work off of that.  If there are discrepancies,
the company adjuster will work with you to resolve it.  
     Contractors are not totally to blame for these issues.  I recently had a
contractor tell me that they had never seen so many people asking to get
something included into the repairs that was not an insurance claim.  That
is just plain insurance fraud.  No other way around it, it is illegal.  The
money to pay claims comes basically from one source:  Your premiums.
If there are claims being paid that are inflated or not covered, that only
drives premiums up.  Plain and simple.
     Earlier in this article I mentioned that Elmdale Mutual is in this
business for the long run.  We will be celebrating our 125th year in
business in 2023!!!  While every year has not been excellent, we have
managed to grow the company from very modest beginnings to one of the
top 10 Township Mutuals in Minnesota in regard to surplus and
premium.
     This success has not been the work of one or two people, it has been
the efforts of many people.  The office staff that takes care of the daily
work, claims and inspection program deserves most of the praise.  They
have developed systems to stay efficient and on track with the company’s
rules and long-term plans.  They also find creative ways to provide
insurance coverage to properties that sometimes are not perfect.  
     The agents that sell Elmdale Mutual insurance deserve a lot of the
credit also.  Without them meeting with you and explaining the benefits
of insuring with a mutual, we would not be where we are.  Elmdale is
committed to using independent agencies.  We will NOT sell insurance
direct or through the internet.  We feel it is important to have
relationships with customers, both as the selling agent and as the
company backing it all up.  
     The mutual insurance industry was started in the United States by
Benjamin Franklin.  The basis of it is simple:  The profits (if any) stay
with the company; they are not distributed to shareholders or investors.
Any profit is held, and the idea is to use it to offset losses in future years.
That way the people who have put the money in – you the policyholders
– will receive the benefits.  Not someone who happened to purchase a
stock.  However, if the company has a LOSS on operations, we cannot
come back to you for more premium.
     Elmdale’s Board of Directors deserves much of the credit for the
company doing well, also.  While we have had changeover on the Board
throughout the years, one thing is constant:  They represent YOU, the
policyholder.  They are all policyholders of Elmdale.  In the early years
they were mostly farmers.  That has changed somewhat.  We now have
a board made up of many different backgrounds, but they all have one
thing in common…Agriculture and rural roots.  
     The board recently held an off-site meeting to plan for the future of 

the Company.  We brought in an outside advisor who has 42 years’
experience in the Minnesota mutual insurance world.  We discussed the
landscape of the insurance market in rural Minnesota; where we have been
and where we intend to go in the future.  We discussed contingency 
plans for management of the company in the event of something
unforeseen.  Overall, it was a good meeting, and the Company has a very
bright future!
     As always, thank you for your business!! We appreciate it.
Mikel B. Nelson, Manager
Elmdale Farmers Mutual Insurance.  

HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLAN

     Do you have an escape plan in case your home catches on fire?  If not,
I urge you to make one as soon as possible, especially if you have young
children.  Kids can  become very scared and need clear direction and help
getting out of a burning house. They may not know how to escape or what
to do unless an adult shows them.
    So, have a plan for young children who cannot get outside by
themselves.  Talk about who will help each child get out safely.  Make
sure your kids know what to do when they hear a smoke alarm if there’s
no adult around.  Help them practice going to your outside meeting place.
      Teach your kids  to NEVER go back inside a burning building for any
reason.  Once they are out, stay out!  Make sure your kids know to get low
and crawl on the floor where the air is less smoky.   Make sure the kids
know there are two ways out of every room in case one way is blocked by
smoke or fire.  Finally, DO A FIRE DRILL!!

Rick Pogatschnick, Inspector















ELMDALE MUTUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LOREN MILLER, PRESIDENT RANDY PEPIN, TREASURER
Elmdale Township, Morrison County Elmdale Township, Morrison County

SHARI FRUECHTE, VICE PRESIDENT DOUGLAS MILLER, DIRECTOR
Darling Township, Morrison County Rockville Township, Stearns County

MIKEL B. NELSON, SECRETARY JOSEPH OSTENDORF, DIRECTOR
Grey Eagle Township, Todd County Birchdale Township, Todd County

LISA ANEZ

Pike Creek Township, Morrison County

ALBANY

Advantage 1 Insurance

320-845-4020

North Risk Partners

Apollo Division

320-845-7070

ALEXANDRIA

Billmark’s Lakes Area

 Insurance, Inc.

320-763-9022

BRANDON

Lakes Area Insurance

320-524-2525

BROOTEN

Bohmer Agency, Inc

320-346-2214

GLENWOOD

Glenwood State Agency

320-634-5111

HOLDINGFORD

Advantage 1 Insurance 

320-746-2938

LITTLE FALLS

Bieganek Insurance Agency

320-632-9226

Kampa Gerbi and Associates

320-632-5425

LONG PRAIRIE

Advantage 1 Insurance 

320-732-6611

MELROSE

North Risk Partners

Apollo Division

320-256-7401

 MOTLEY-NEW YORK

 MILLS-VERNDALE

Lake Country Insurance, Inc.

218-352-6622

RANDALL

Randall State Insurance

320-749-2060

RICE

Kampa Gerbi and Associates

320-393-5425

PIERZ

Advantage 1 Insurance

320-468-8000

SAUK CENTRE

Advantage 1 Insurance 

320-352-6200

Bilmark’s Insurance Services

320-351-2436

STARBUCK

Minnewaska Insurance

320-239-4935

ST. CLOUD

Advantage 1 Insurance

320-252-6650

SWANVILLE

Swanville Insurance Agency

320-547-2333

SWANVILLE-UPSALA

              FORT RIPLEY

Nelson Insurance Agency

 and Financial Services, Inc.

320-573-2151

WADENA

North Risk Partners

 David Paulson 

218-631-3690

Elmdale Mutual Insurance Company has been standing beside farmers and homeowners in central Minnesota for more than 100
years with low rates, prompt, fair claim service and advice on your insurance needs.  Now Elmdale Mutual has an "easy read"
policy which lets you understand exactly what coverage you really have.  Friendly, personalized service has been a part of
Elmdale Mutual since 1898.  To be in business that long, you have to do something right.  Give your friends at Elmdale Mutual
a call.
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 A Friend...
Is someone who stands beside you-

All the Time!
Elmdale Farmers Mutual Insurance

Incorporated
Continuous Service Since 1898

P.O. BOX 250, UPSALA, MINNESOTA 56384

320-573-2151                          
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